
Project Area 
•Yuba River Watershed  
•1,340 square miles in portions of Sierra, Placer, Yuba, and 
Nevada counties.  
•The Yuba River is a tributary of the Feather River which, in turn, 
flows into the Sacramento River near the town of Verona, 
California.  
 

Purpose 
•Ecosystem  restoration is one of the 
primary missions of the Corps’ Civil 
Works program.  
•The objective is to contribute to 
national ecosystem restoration, and 
the stated objective of Civil Works 
ecosystem restoration is to “restore 
degraded ecosystem structure, 
function, and dynamic processes to a 
less degraded, more natural 
condition”.  
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Lead Agencies 
•US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Sacramento District  (Corps)  
•Yuba County Water Agency 
(YCWA) 
 

Action 
Conduct a cost-shared Feasibility 
Study to identify and respond to 
problems and opportunities 
associated with ecosystem 
restoration in the Yuba River 
Watershed.  
 

Authority  
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1962, Public 
Law 87-874, Section 209.  
 
Environmental Compliance 
•The Corps will be the lead agency for  
compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
• YCWA will be the lead agency for 
compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

Understanding Ecological Problems in the Watershed 
The feasibility study is evaluating opportunities for ecosystem restoration to address the following 
problems in the Yuba River watershed:  
 
•The quality and quantity of aquatic, riparian, and general floodplain habitat has been diminished.  
Ecosystem structure, functions, and dynamic processes are degraded.; and 
 

•Aquatic habitat, including riparian forests and wetlands, is fragmented. 
 



The Yuba River Watershed begins at the confluence of the Yuba and Feather rivers near the city of 
Marysville and extends upstream approximately 90 miles to the east past Sierra City. The watershed 
encompasses 1,340 square miles in portions of Sierra, Placer, Yuba, and Nevada counties.  
 
The Yuba River flows through forest, foothill chaparral, and agricultural lands.  Levees are absent from 
most of its course except for near the river’s confluence with the Feather River.  At that point, the Yuba 
River is bounded by setback levees for approximately six miles. 
 
The Yuba River Watershed encompasses a wide variety of stakeholders, activities, interests, and 
resources.  Some of the major considerations in the watershed are identified below: 
 
 

Activities & Interests 
•Aggregate/ Gold Mining 
•Recreation 
•Agriculture 
•Water Supply 
•Flood Control 
•Hydroelectric Generation 
•Cities and Towns 

Features 
•Rivers and Creeks 

•North Yuba River 
•Middle Yuba River 
•South Yuba River (CA Wild & Scenic) 

•Dams 
•Daguerre Point 
•Englebright 
•New Bullards Bar 
•Our House 
•Log Cabin 
•Lake Spaulding 

•Gold Fields 
•Sate Parks  

•South Yuba River SP 
•Malakoff Diggins SHP 

•National Forests 
•Tahoe National Forest 
•Plumas National Forest 

•Pacific Flyway 
 

Biological Resources 
•Chinook Salmon 
•Central Valley Steelhead 
•Green Sturgeon 
•Migratory and Resident Birds 
•Forest, Chaparral, Grasslands, Oak 
Woodland 
 

Ongoing Restoration Activities 
•Spawning Gravel Augmentation below 
Englebright (USACE) 
•Large Woody Material Management Plan 
(USACE) 
•Hammon Bar Riparian Habitat Restoration 
Project (SYRCL) 
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Possible Measures – Comments or Suggestions?     

Habitat Restoration Measures - A number of possible measures have been proposed to improve the 
connectivity to off channel and floodplain habitats.  These actions increase the overall complexity and 
availability of microhabitats. 
 

•Structural Modifications to floodplain 
•Lower adjacent bank areas to reconnect floodplain to groundwater 
•Construct swales to restore hydraulic connectivity between side channels and backwaters 
•Create or enhance additional side channel habitat 
•Create or enhance additional backwater habitat 
•Modify or remove training berms 
•Restore riparian vegetation. 

•Add Structural Complexity 
•Construct engineered log jams, install Large woody material, and/or install large boulders. 
•Scallop or sculpt shoreline 

•Rice Field Rearing 
 

Fish Passage measures – A number of possible measures have been proposed to improve fish 
passage in the watershed.  These actions focus on making existing habitat available rather than restoring or 
creating new habitat. 
 

•Fish Passage at Englebright Dam 
•Collect and transport above Englebright 
•Remove Englebright Dam 
•Construct a second dam as step to Englebright Dam 
•Install a full height fish ladder at Englebright Dam 
•Notch Englebright Dam and install a partial fish ladder 
•Construct a fish bypass channel around Englebright Dam 

•Fish Passage at Daguerre Point Dam 
•Remove Daguerre Point Dam 
•Construct step pools up to Daguerre Point Dam 
•Modify Daguerre Point Dam diversion structure and construct fish bypass channel  
•Modify the fish ladders at Daguerre Point Dam  

 
Reproductive Enhancement Measures – A number of possible measures have been proposed to 
improve reproductive habitats in the river.  These actions focus on the restoration of spawning gravels and 
improving opportunities for reproductive isolation.  

 
•Installation of segregation weir below Englebright Dam 
•Spawning gravel placement 
•Shot-rock stabilization 

 
•Other Possible Measures 

•Conduct habitat restoration in the Yuba Goldfields 
•Construct waterfowl habitat in the Yuba Goldfields and possibly at Waterway 13 and Timbuctoo Bend. 
•Build a hatchery. 
•Conduct gold mining to remove mercury. 

Yuba River Ecosystem 
Restoration Feasibility Study 



What is Public Scoping? Public scoping invites agencies, stakeholders, and the 
interested public to participate in the environmental review process. US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Sacramento District (NEPA lead agency) and the Yuba County Water Agency (CEQA lead agency) invite 
agencies, stakeholders, and public input on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIS & EIR).  
 
Scoping helps to identify and refine potential:  

•Measures and alternatives  
•Environmental impacts  

 
We need the public’s help in determining the scope of issues to be addressed in the EIS/EIR. Your 
input is appreciated and valued. Please provide input on:  
•Potential measures 
•Potential significant environmental impacts of the Project 
•Local information and geographic-specific knowledge  
•Any other issues you’d like to raise about the Project  
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How to Submit Comments: 
  
Tonight: 

•Fill out a written comment form and return it to the comment box ; or 
•Provide oral comment(s) to the court reporter (oral comments will be limited to 3 minutes per 
person) 
 

Please provide comments within 30 days. 
 Written comments and comment cards can be addressed to: 
  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District 
Attn: Michael Fong, CESPK-PD-RP 
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, CA, 95814-2922  
 

E-mailed comments can be addressed to Michael.R.Fong@usace.army.mil.   
Requests to be placed on the mailing list should also be sent to this address. 
  
We will be developing an informative web page and providing updates throughout the study. 
bit.ly/YubaEcoRestoration. 
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